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With a bachelor’s degree from both Columbia University and JTS, a master’s degree and 
rabbinic ordination from Yeshiva University, and a doctorate from Bar-Ilan University in Israel, 
Milgram feels he has “crafted a style of teaching that responds to different needs.” 

“I want to keep it fun, interesting, and immediate,” he said, “making clear the relevance and 
practicality of talmudic wisdom.” 

The professor said he varies what he does so that people with different strengths will be equally 
served. 

For example, he said, “I may give a 15-minute lecture, take 10 minutes to look at the text 
together [with the students] and check how they’re doing, and then do some kind of exercise to 
flesh out the text.” 

In addition, he might offer a video presentation of some kind, said Milgram, who recently invited 
students to his home for a sukkah party, “integrating the practice of Jewish life with its 
teachings.” 

Exams are also varied, he said, noting that he mixes oral tests, written quizzes, and take-home 
papers. 

“Everyone has different strengths,” he said. “By varying instruction and assessment, I ensure that 
everyone can learn. I see it as my job as an educator to package the knowledge I wish to teach in 
ways that are accessible to the audiences receiving it.” 

Milgram said he has learned a good deal from his own teachers, whom he called the greatest 
scholars of their generation, citing in particular Shamma Friedman (JTS and Bar-Ilan 
University), Menahem Kahana (Hebrew University), and Hayyim Soloveitchik (Yeshiva 
University). 

“Each of my mentors brought something unique to his teaching style and at times I see elements 
of their teaching echoed in my own,” he said. He adapts his philosophy of individualized 
instruction to lifelong learners as well, he added, and has served as an adult education teacher 
and scholar-in-residence all over the country. 

 


